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upon a sure footing He alone saved the work from complete failure; 

and, thanks to him, its future success appears to be assured; whereas, had he not 
visited the site, it is almost certain that the haphazard methods of excavation 
would have been continued until the mounds were reduced to a condition of utter 
incomprehensibility (pp. 178, 179). 

The author closes with a warm exhortation to British explorers to follow 
in the footsteps of America. The Niffer expedition has already cost 
America, he informs us, over $100,000, the whole of which has been sub- 
scribed by the public. 

What have we spent in this cause — the advancement of knowledge of these 
interesting regions? .... The Americans have done wonders at Niffer, and 
may well congratulate themselves on the results of their enterprise and pluck. 

On the whole, the volume is a well-written account of the actual experi- 
ences of the arcrn-ologist at work, and will be of interest to many. May 
we not hope that the next of its kind will describe the expedition of the 
University of Chicago ? 

George L. Robinson. 

McCormick Theological Seminary. 



Primitive Traits and Religious Revivals: A Study in Mental and 
Social Evolution. By Frederick Morgan Davenport. New 
York: The Macmillan Co. Pp. 323. $1.50. 

This book, which bears a kinsbip to such works as Starbuck's Psychology 
of Religion, Coe's Religion of a Mature Mind, and James's Varieties of 
Religious Experience, deals largely with the phenomena and experiences 
of religious revivals from the standpoint of the psychologist. It will thus 
be of special interest to students of sociology and the psychology of religion, 
but it has a great practical value for the teacher and the minister, stimulating 
thought, and indicating where dangers lie in the work of religious education. 

The main thesis seems to be that the revival fusing the word in its nar- 
rower signification) has been and is characterized by excessive emotional- 
ism and the awakening of slumbering survivals of primitive traits, such as 
irrational fear, unrestrained imagination, and by the primitive reflexes of 
prostration, trances, convulsions, and the like. The revival is shown to 
be essentially a form of impulsive social action, wherein rational conscious- 
ness has not been a controlling factor, but rather suggestion and imitation, 
with the development of the highly reflex phenomena of hypnotic suggestion. 

In the course of his study the author gives a historical survey and 
comparison of the ghost-dance among the North American Indians, the 
religious life of the American negro, the Scotch-Irish revival in Kentucky 
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in 1800, the Scotch-Irish revival in Ulster in 1859, the Great Awakening, 
the Wesleyan revival in England, and the transition period in the United 
States — Nettleton, Finney, and Moody. This gives one a good historical 
perspective, and indicates the similarity of psychological phenomena in 
all revivals. The question is then raised as to whether a natural explana- 
tion of such phenomena as prostration, the "jerks," twitchings, and con- 
vulsions can be given. The author finds it in a reference to the known 
psychological laws operating in cases of nervous instability, suggestibility, 
of plastic and susceptible mental and nervous organizations. He shows 
that the two categories, divine and satanic, under which they were once 
classed, do not answer; for what seemed abnormal and mysterious is seen 
to be under psychological law and may have no correlation with the spirit- 
ual. Neither God nor the devil is responsible for these phenomena, but a 
hypnotizing revivalist and a susceptible subject. 

The chapter on "Conversion by Suggestion" is especially interesting 
and important, for the contention is made that many revival conversions 
are by suggestion and imitation merely, and the evil results are pointed 
out. The old-time revivalism is pedagogically vicious, especially for the 
culture of children, and, since it arouses these primitive traits, is a real 
trespass upon the rights of childhood and violates the fundamental prin- 
ciples of education. 

Mr. Davenport is opposed to reintroducing the old-time revival: 
They who are preaching a revival of old-time revivalism in the highly devel- 
oped sections of America are fighting against the stars in their courses. Recurring 
tides of faith there may be for generations to come, but they will steadily change 
in character from those of the old regime. It will require a more rational method 
to win men in the modern age. 

But he is a believer in real conversion: 

It would be superficial to speak of such investigation as this as involving the 
elimination of the supernatural from the process of regeneration. We have only 
segregated a few phenomena of conversions at white heat, and interpreted them 
in terms of the physic process. 

The treatment of his subject is logical and fairly clear, though with a 

number of repetitions. The book should be read by all pastors, evangelists, 

and religious teachers. 

Rolvix Harlan. 

EVANSVIIXE, WIS. 



